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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 10/14/05 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-16 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. Applicant's amendment to Figures 2, 4, and 5 and to the corresponding areas of 
the specification has overcome the objection to the Drawings as cited in the previous 
Office Action. Therefore the objection has been withdrawn. 

Specification 

3. Applicant's amendment to correct minor informalities on pages 13 and 15 
overcome the objection to the specification as cited in the previous Office Action. 
However, as stated in the previous Office Action, on page 9, line 22, reference 
character "28" should read "26". Therefore the specification is still objected to. 
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Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16, more specifically claims 1 , 8, 
and 1 1 , have been considered but are moot in view of the current amendments to the 
claims and therefore a new ground(s) of rejection will be made. Particularly, the 
examiner agrees that Matsumoto fails to disclose not moving the trays after receiving 
the paper discharged from the discharge port. However, Asahi does disclose such a 
feature as the reference states that output bins are moved into a certain position based 
on the operation mode selected by the user. Asahi does not state that the bins move 
back to a "home" position or any other position after paper has been received. Further, 
Asahi suggests that the invention can be applied to fixed-bin type devices, which shows 
that Asahi recognizes that need for a similar system that does not move bins to 
particular locations. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Asahi in view of Canon imageRUNNER5000 Series User's Guide. 

Regarding claim 1 , Asahi discloses an image forming apparatus comprising: an 
original document table which sets an original document (see Fig. 3 and paragraph 
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[0027] lines 1-3), a read section for a copy mode to optically read an image of the 
original document set on the original document table (see Fig. 1, paragraph [0024] lines 
2-4, and paragraph [0031]), an input section for a printer mode, which is inputted with 
an image transferred from outside (see Fig. 1, paragraph [0021] lines 4-10, paragraph 
[0023] lines 1-3, and paragraph [0024] lines 3-7), a print section which prints the image 
read the read section and the image inputted to the input section, on a paper sheet (see 
Figs. 1 and 2 and paragraph [0032]), a discharge port which discharges the printed 
paper sheet (see Figs. 1 -3, paragraph [0024] lines 7-1 1 , and paragraphs [0025], [0031 ], 
and [0033]), a sorter having a tray for the copy mode and a tray for the printer mode, 
which can move freely to a position corresponding to the discharge port, to receive the 
paper discharged from the discharge port, on any one of the trays (see Fig. 2 and 
paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), a first key (see Figs. 4-6 and paragraphs [0037], [0038], 
[0040], and [0041]), a second key (see Figs. 4-6 and paragraphs [0037], [0038], [0040], 
and [0041]), a control section which executes control of a first copy mode in accordance 
with an operation of the first key, control of the printer mode in accordance with an 
image input to the input section, and control of a second copy mode in accordance with 
an operation of the second key (see Fig. 1, paragraph [0022] lines 8-10, and 
paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), wherein in the control for the first copy mode, if the tray 
for the copy mode is set at the position corresponding to the discharge port when the 
first key is operated, the read section and the print section are immediately operated 
and the trays are not moved after the tray for the copy mode has received the paper 
discharged from the discharge port, and if the tray for the copy mode is not set at the 
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position corresponding to the discharge port when the first key is operated, the tray for 
the copy mode is moved to the position corresponding to the discharge port and the 
read section and the print section are operated after completion of trays motion and the 
trays are not moved after the tray for the copy mode has received the paper discharged 
from the discharge port (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), and in the 
control for the printer mode, if the tray for the printer mode is set at the position 
corresponding to the discharge port when an image is inputted to the first input section, 
the print section immediately operated and the trays are not moved after the tray for the 
printer mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port, and if the tray 
for the printer mode is not set at the position corresponding to the discharge port when 
the image is input to the first input section, the tray for the printer mode is moved to the 
position corresponding to the discharge port and the print section is operated after 
completion of trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray for the printer 
mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see Fig. 2 and 
paragraphs [0025] and [0033]). Examiner would also like to note that the above claim 
limitations are admitted as prior art in the applicant's disclosure, as stated on pages 1 
and 2. 

Asahi does not disclose expressly in the control for the second copy mode, when 
the second key operated, the read section and the print section are immediately 
operated irrespective of the positions of the trays and without moving each of the trays 
and the trays are not moved after the tray has received the paper discharged from the 
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discharge port. However, Asahi does disclose that the system could be applied to a 
fixed-bin type sheet processing apparatus (see paragraph [0065]). 

Canon User's Manual discloses the ability to designate trays for certain functions, 
i.e. copy, print, etc., and when all trays have the same designations the trays are not 
moved when a print or copy mode is selected and the paper is discharged to whichever 
tray is located at the discharge port (see page 6-17). 

Regarding claim 8, Asahi discloses a method of controlling the image forming 
apparatus including an original document table which sets an original document (see 
Fig. 3 and paragraph [0027] lines 1-3), a read section for a copy mode to optically read 
an image of the original document set on the original document table (see Fig. 1 , 
paragraph [0024] lines 2-4, and paragraph [0031]), an input section for a printer mode, 
which is inputted with an image transferred from outside (see Fig. 1, paragraph [0021] 
lines 4-10, paragraph [0023] lines 1-3, and paragraph [0024] lines 3-7), a print section 
which prints the image read the read section and the image inputted to the input 
section, on a paper sheet (see Figs. 1 and 2 and paragraph [0032]), a discharge port 
which discharges the printed paper sheet (see Figs. 1-3, paragraph [0024] lines 7-11, 
and paragraphs [0025], [0031], and [0033]), a sorter having a tray for the copy mode 
and a tray for the printer mode, which can move freely to a position corresponding to the 
discharge port, to receive the paper discharged from the discharge port, on any one of 
the trays (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), a first key (see Figs. 4-6 and 
paragraphs [0037], [0038], [0040], and [0041]), the method comprising a step in the first 
copy mode, if the tray for the copy mode is set at the position corresponding to the 
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discharge port when the first key is operated, the read section and the print section are 
immediately operated and the trays are not moved after the tray for the copy mode has 
received the paper discharged from the discharge port, and if the tray for the copy mode 
is not set at the position corresponding to the discharge port when the first key is 
operated, the tray for the copy mode is moved to the position corresponding to the 
discharge port and the read section and the print section are operated after completion 
of trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray for the copy mode has 
received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs 
[0025] and [0033]), and a step in the printer mode, if the tray for the printer mode is set 
at the position corresponding to the discharge port when an image is inputted to the first 
input section, the print section immediately operated and the trays are not moved after 
the tray for the printer mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port, 
and if the tray for the printer mode is not set at the position corresponding to the 
discharge port when the image is input to the first input section, the tray for the printer 
mode is moved to the position corresponding to the discharge port and the print section 
is operated after completion of trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray 
for the printer mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see 
Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0025] and [0033]). Examiner would also like to note that the 
above claim limitations are admitted as prior art in the applicant's disclosure, as stated 
on pages 1 and 2. 

Asahi does not disclose expressly a step in the second copy mode, when the 
second key operated, the read section and the print section are immediately operated 
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irrespective of the positions of the trays and without moving each of the trays and the 
trays are not moved after the tray has received the paper discharged from the discharge 
port. However, Asahi does disclose that the system could be applied to a fixed-bin type 
sheet processing apparatus (see paragraph [0065]). 

Canon User's Manual discloses the ability to designate trays for certain functions, 
i.e. copy, print, etc., and when all trays have the same designations the trays are not 
moved when a print or copy mode is selected and the paper is discharged to whichever 
tray is located at the discharge port (see page 6-17). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Asahi discloses an image forming apparatus comprising: an 
original document table which sets an original document (see Fig. 3 and paragraph 
[0027] lines 1-3), a read section for a copy mode to optically read an image of the 
original document set on the original document table (see Fig. 1 , paragraph [0024] lines 
2-4, and paragraph [0031]), an input section for a printer mode, which is inputted with 
an image transferred from outside (see Fig. 1, paragraph [0021] lines 4-10, paragraph 
[0023] lines 1-3, and paragraph [0024] lines 3-7]), a print section which prints the image 
read the read section and the image inputted to the input section, on a paper sheet (see 
Figs. 1 and 2 and paragraph [0032]), a discharge port which discharges the printed 
paper sheet (see Figs. 1-3, paragraph [0024] lines 7-1 1 , and paragraphs [0025], [0031], 
and [0033]), a sorter having a tray for the copy mode and a tray for the printer mode, 
which can move freely to a position corresponding to the discharge port, to receive the 
paper discharged from the discharge port, on any one of the trays (see Fig. 2 and 
paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), a first key (see Figs. 4-6 and paragraphs [0037], [0038], 
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[0040], and [0041]), a second key (see Figs. 4-6 and paragraphs [0037], [0038], [0040], 
and [0041]), control means for a first copy mode in which, if the tray for the copy mode 
is set at the position corresponding to the discharge port when the first key is operated, 
the read section and the print section are immediately operated and the trays are not 
moved after the tray for the copy mode has received the paper discharged from the 
discharge port, and if the tray for the copy mode is not set at the position corresponding 
to the discharge port when the first key is operated, the tray for the copy mode is moved 
to the position corresponding to the discharge port and the read section and the print 
section are operated after completion of trays motion and the trays are not moved after 
the tray for the copy mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port 
(see Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0025] and [0033]), and control means for the printer mode 
in which, if the tray for the printer mode is set at the position corresponding to the 
discharge port when an image is inputted to the first input section, the print section 
immediately operated and the trays are not moved after the tray for the print mode has 
received the paper discharged from the discharge port, and if the tray for the printer 
mode is not set at the position corresponding to the discharge port when the image is 
input to the first input section, the tray for the printer mode is moved to the position 
corresponding to the discharge port and the print section is operated after completion of 
trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray for the printer mode has 
received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs 
[0025] and [0033]). Examiner would also like to note that the above claim limitations are 
admitted as prior art in the applicant's disclosure, as stated on pages 1 and 2. 
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Asahi does not disclose expressly control means for the second copy mode, 
when the second key operated, the read section and the print section are immediately 
operated irrespective of the positions of the trays and without moving each of the trays 
and the trays are not moved after the tray has received the paper discharged from the 
discharge port. However, Asahi does disclose that the system could be applied to a 
fixed-bin type sheet processing apparatus (see paragraph [0065]). 

Canon User's Manual discloses the ability to designate trays for certain functions, 
i.e. copy, print, etc., and when all trays have the same designations the trays are not 
moved when a print or copy mode is selected and the paper is discharged to whichever 
tray is located at the discharge port (see page 6-1 7). 

Asahi & the Canon User's Manual are combinable because they are from the 
same field of endeavor, printing documents to be output to different output bins 
depending on the type of job being processed. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the mode of forcibly discharging sheets to a particular bin as 
described by the Canon User's Manual with the system of Asahi. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide the user with 
greater control of the output destination as well as increase the ease of collection of the 
document. Asahi acknowledges the need for fixed-bin type sheet processing and it is 
known in the art to use function buttons to stop or lock movement of output bins to allow 
for fast and efficient printing as shown in the Canon User's Manual. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the Canon User's Manual with 
Asahi to obtain the invention as specified in claims 1 , 8, and 1 1 . 

Regarding claims 2, 6, and 12, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the 
system discussed in claims 1 and 1 1 , and Asahi further discloses wherein the sorter has 
an elevation unit for moving up and down each of the trays (see Fig. 2 and paragraph 
[0033]). 

Regarding claims 3, 7, and 13, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the 
system discussed in claims 1 and 1 1 , and Asahi further discloses a control panel 
provided with the first and second keys (see Figs. 4-6 and paragraphs [0037], [0038], 
[0040], and [0041]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the 
system discussed in claims 1 and 1 1 , and Asahi further discloses a receiving section for 
a facsimile mode to receive an image which is facsimile-transmitted (see Fig. 1 , 
paragraph [0021] lines 1-10, paragraph [0022] lines 1-2, and paragraph [0024]). 

Regarding claim 5, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the system 
discussed in claim 1 , and Asahi further discloses wherein the print section further prints 
the image received by the receiving section (see paragraph [0024]), the sorter further 
has a tray for the facsimile mode (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0019], [0025], and 
[0033]), and the sorter further executes control for the facsimile mode, and in the control 
for the facsimile mode, if the tray for the facsimile mode is set at the position 
corresponding to the discharge port when an image is received by the receiving section, 
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the print section is immediately operated and the trays are not moved after the tray for 
the facsimile mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port, and, or if 
the tray for the facsimile mode is not set at the position corresponding to discharge port 
when the image is received by the receiving section, the tray for the facsimile mode is 
moved to the position corresponding to the discharge port and the print section is 
operated after completion of trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray for 
the facsimile mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see 
paragraphs [0025] and [0033]). 

Regarding claim 9, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the system 
discussed in claim 8, and Asahi further discloses wherein the apparatus comprises a 
receiving section for a facsimile mode to receive image which is facsimile-transmitted 
(see Fig. 1, paragraph [0021] lines 1-10, paragraph [0022] lines 1-2, and paragraph 
[0024]), the print section further prints the image received by the receiving section (see 
paragraph [0024]), the sorter further has a tray for the facsimile mode (see Fig. 2 and 
paragraphs [0019], [0025], and [0033]). 

Regarding claim 15, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the system 
discussed in claim 14, and Asahi further discloses wherein the print section further 
prints the image received by the receiving section (see paragraph [0024]), the sorter 
further has a tray for the facsimile mode (see Fig. 2 and paragraphs [0019], [0025], and 
[0033]). 

Regarding claims 10 and 16, Asahi and the Canon User's Manual disclose the 
system discussed in claims 9 and 15, and Asahi further discloses in the control for the 
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facsimile mode, if the tray for the facsimile mode is set at the position corresponding to 
the discharge port when an image is received by the receiving section, the print section 
is immediately operated and the trays are not moved after the tray for the facsimile 
mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port, and if the tray for the 
facsimile mode is not set at the position corresponding to discharge port when the 
image is received by the receiving section, the tray for the facsimile mode is moved to 
the position corresponding to the discharge port and the print section is operated after 
completion of trays motion and the trays are not moved after the tray for the facsimile 
mode has received the paper discharged from the discharge port (see paragraphs 
[0025] and [0033]). 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. To further show the state of the art refer to the attached Notice of 
References Cited. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached at (571 ) 272-7402. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 



MRM 




